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Abandoned projects pose new hurricane season challenge

By MariLyn BowpDew

deposits from buyers who are
still indicating they want to go
to closing, so it makes sense to
them to complete. Butcach case
is different.”

WO i comtrion &1 e prop-
erty is sometimes in dispute,”™
Mr. Torre said, “The bank has
most at risk: a developer who is
still in control may take respon-
sibility, Lawyersand judges may
become part of the equation.
175 o question of who has funds
available 1o preserve and pro-
teet.”

“It"s not a clean-cutl problem

Contractors have time-tested
plans for tying down projects
under construction in advance
of a storm. but renossessed or

abandoned projects present new )

!
challenges. Hﬁ L
Normally. said Roberto A. . .-]

Smith, a prlm]pdl with MGE

Architects, whoever pulled the —ime = '|.
contract is responsible. and that
would be the contractor or, de-
pending on terms of the con-
tract, the bondholders.
“1t the bond company
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H there is an owner
who has m‘nppwf [t:JJ"
economic reasons. the
contractor needs to
wrap up and ol nﬂiifr{'
site.

Roberto A.Smith

projects are monitored by build-
ing departments, said Patrick
Busteed, construction adminis-
trator at the architectural firm
Nichols Brosch Wurst Wolfe &
Associates.

“Miami Beach has avery good
action plan,” he said. “All gen-
eral contractors must publish
lists of the critical people to
contact for each building. When
there’s an evacuation order, they
make arrangements for offsite
communication and make phone
calls to subcontractors to ac-
cess the site as soon as possible
for assessment.

Projects that were abandoned
are a great risk for everyone,
Mr. Busteed said. “We can only
trust that owners and contrac-
tors when leaving a building
prepare it in such a way that it
would be ready for a storm.”

But by the time a project is
abandoned, the contractor has
most likely not been paid for 60
to 90 days, said Dan Whiteman,
president of Coastal Construc-
tion, and is not motivated to
seal it up before leaving the
site.

Many issues need to be taken
care of, he said, and they can’t
be wmpped up at the last
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*Then vou need to make sure
the water mains are cut off at
the road.”

Some abandoned projects still
have tower cranes and person-
nel or material hoists on site, he
said, in hopes of getting started
again soon; they not only need
to be secured, but the cranes
'g'“[‘ tophe lubrigyadaasbar”
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